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from pursuing them. It was evident enough —from
the triple palisade, twenty feet high, with which their
place was surrounded; from the four bastions flank-
ing it; from their prodigious hoard of provisions;
and from the abundant supply of water they had
provided, in bark receptacles, for extinguishing the
fire when it should be necessary —that their first
resolve had been quite different from that which the
fear of our arms had made them suddenly adopt.
There were found [44] only some persons who had
been prevented by their great age from leaving the
village, two days before, with all the women and
children; and also the mutilated bodies of two or
three Savages of another nation, whom these people
had, with their wonted rage, half burned over a slow
fire. So our people were forced to content them-
selves, after erecting the Cross, saying Mass, and
chanting the 7e Deum on that spot, with setting fire
to the palisades and cabins, and consuming the entire
supply of Indian corn, beans, and other produce of
the country, which was found there. Then they
turned back to the other villages and wrought the
same havoc there, as well as in all the outlying fields.
As a result, those familiar with these [45] Barbarians’
mode of life have not a doubt that almost as many
will die of hunger as would have perished by the
weapons of our soldiers, had they dared await the
latter’s approach; and that all who remain will be
forced by fear to accept such conditions of peace, and
observe such a demeanor, as wotild have been secured
from them with greater difficulty by more sanguinary
victories.

The return march of our Troops was more fatigu-
ing than the outward journey had been, because the



